‘HitMan’ 
Publisher 
Shares Views 

Manual Discussed 
In Suit Deposition 

By Ruben Castaneda 
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The publisher of a “hit , man” 
manual used by a killer in a grisly 
1993 triple-slaying in Silver Spring 
said recently that he does not care 
why people buy his books and 
acknowledged some of his publica- 
tions could “possibly” be used by 
murderers. 

In addition, the publisher, Peder 
C. Lund, said he does not know 
whether people who buy his hooks 
because of fantasies about commit- 
ting crimes actually go on to break 
the law. 

Lund, publisher of Boulder, 
Colo.-bi^ Pafadin Press, a mail- 
order publishing company, offered 
those views in a deposition re- 
sponding to questions from an 
attorney for relatives of the Silver 
Spring victims. They are suing 
Lund in a potentially important 
First Amendment civil case filed in 
U.S. District Court in GreenbelL 

The lawsuit alleges that “Hit 
Man: A Technical Manual for Inde- 
pendent Contractors” and another 
Paladin book about how to build 
and dispose of gun silencers “aided 
and abetted” the killer of Mildred 
Horn; her 8-year-old son, Trevor; 
and the boy’s nurse, Janice Saun- 
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Paladin Press publisher Peder C. 

Lund is being sued over “hit man” 
manually slaying victims’ relatives. 

ders. Prosecutors showed that the 
hired killer convicted of the mur- 
ders in 1996 had purchased “Hit 
Man” with a bad check and fol- 
lowed two dozen of its tips. 

Lund, 58, is basing his defense 
on the First Amendment guarantee 
of freedom Of speech and of the 
press. He has not spoken publicly 
about the lawsuit, which is being 
closely monitored by constitution- 
al scholars, publishers and report- 
ers’ groups. No lawsuit alleging 
that books or other such works led 
to violence has ever prevailed. 
Even movie producers are follow- 
ing the case, fearing that if the 
lawsuit is successful, they, too. 



See LAWSUIT, DR, Col. 5 




LAWSUIT, From D1 



could be held civilly liable for 
crimes allegedfy inspired by their 
films . 

Lund’s thoughts about “Hit 
Man” and other controversial 
books published or distributed by 
Paladin — works about explosives, 
poisons and the disposal of bod- 
ies — are contained in a 253-page 
deposition. It was taken over two 
days in late March and early April 
in Boulder, when the publisher was 
questioned by Rockville lawyer 
Howard L. Siegel, who is repre- 
senting the victims’ relatives. 

Initially, Lund, while invoking 
the First Amendment as his de- 
fense, attempted to seal more than 
half of his deposition as confiden- 
tial. His attorneys tracked off after 
Siegel filed a motion with U.S. 
District Court Judge Alexander 
Williams Jr. earlier this month 
arguing for complete disclosure of 
the Lund deposition. A copy of the 
deposition was made available to 
The Washington Post by Siegel, 
although seven pages were not 
included because both sides agreed 
they should be confidential 

Early in the deposition, Siegel 
asked Lund whether he sold publi- 
cations that contain detailed infor- 
mation ex plaining how to commit 
cr iminal acts. Lund replied, “Yes,” 
though later in the deposition he 
attempted to modify that state- 
t ment, saying he misspoke. 

| Siegel described some of the 
books published or distributed by 
Paladin, including works on smug- 
gling, building flamethrowers and 
concocting and using deadly poi- 
sons. At one point, Siegel had 
Lund read a lengthy passage from 
“The Poor Man’s James Bond,” 
distributed by Paladin. The pas- 
sage described how a particular 
poison can be tested, by being 
poured into a bottle of sweet wine, 
which would then be left in a “nest” 
of“winos.” 

“If the nest has a dead wino in it 
the next morning you’ve figured 
out the right dose,” Lund read. “If 
both the nest and the bottle are 
empty, if s back to the old drawing 
board. Try increasing the dosage.” 

Later, Siegel asked, “Mr. Lund, 
does it matter to you for what 
purpose your books are being or- 
dered when you sell them?” Lund 
replied, “No.” Siegel asked, “Do 
you care?” Lund said, “No.” 

When Siegel asked Lund wheth- 
er killers might be interested in a 



Paladin book on disposing of dead 
bodies, the publisher replied, "Pos- 
sibly.” Lund said he would sell 
books on explosives to Libyan 
leader Moammar Gadhafi or to 
people in other countries linked to 
terrorism, provided that doing so 
was legal. 

Lund also said that over the 
years, he has cooperated with po- 
lice who wanted information on 
specific individuals’ orders for 
books, saying he felt a responsibili- 
ty to cooperate with law enforce- 
ment 

Lee Levine, an attorney for Pala- 
din, said Lund has no obligation to 
screen customers. 

“The books are generally avail- 
able to anyone who wants to purr 
chase them. Paladin is not in the 
business of subjecting every poten- 
tial purchaser to some kind of 
screening process to make sure 
they are deemed ‘acceptable’ by 
somebody’s standards,” Levine 
said.” 

The case stems from the March 
1993 slayings of Mildred Horn, 43; 
Trevor, a quadriplegic; and Saun- 
ders, 38. Horn and Saunders were 
shot in the eyes in Mildred Horn’s 
home. The child’s breathing tube 
was yanked away. 

Lawrene T. Horn, Trevor’s fa- 
ther and Mildred’s exhusband, 
was sentenced to life in prison in 
1996 for hiring James Edward 
Perry to commit the murders. Per- 
ry was sentenced to death, but the 
sentence has not been carried out 
pending appeal 

The suit is being brought by 
Vivian Rice and Marilyn Farmer, 
sisters of Mildred Horn’s; and Tlf- 
fani M. Horn, Mildred Horn’s adult 
daughter. It seeks unspecified 
compensatory and punitive dam- 
ages against Lund and Paladin. 

"I was shocked at some of the 
things that were said in the deposi- 
tion,” Siegel said. “I believe when 
this case goes to trial, we would be 
able to prove exactly what we said 
we’d prove; They knew and intend- 
ed this book would be used for the 
crime of murder-for-hire when it 
was published.” 

Nonsense, countered Levine. 

“It is fair to say that Mr. Siegel 
did not have a shred of evidence to 
support that assertion when he 
filed that lawsuit, and that he is in 
no better position now,” Levine 
said. 




